ENERGY EFFICIENCY

CASE STUDY

Helpmate, Inc., Asheville, North Carolina ‘

Summary of Assistance

Helpmate, Inc. is an emergency shelter for abused women and their children. They rely on donors for much of their
funding and they need to save money wherever possible. At their request, an energy survey was made on
April 6, 2009 by Ron Miller, WRP Engineer, along with Helpmate staff members.

Facility Description
({4
Just wanted to let you

The building is 8,756 square feet in size and consists of bnow that our electric use

16 efficiency bedroom/living units. There are 8 shared

bathrooms, with one common large kitchen area and one fbi" Mar Ch 09 f/??" ougb
family room. The build.ing also has 3 ofﬁc.es and 3 hal.f Feémd;’y 10 was down 20%
bathrooms. In the previous 12 month period ending in
February 2009, the 100 % electric facility consumed ﬁ o7 ¢ ompm’ ﬂblf 08/ 09
130,840 kWh for a total energy cost of $11,421. months!

Survey Findings That’ really impressive and

that’s just from being careful

The survey identified potential electrical savings of

$3,411 per year, or 29.9% savings if all items could be with the AC/HMl‘mg
implemented. The largest expenditure would be for new temperatures, lower hot water
HVAC equipment. The estimated cost to install this )
equipment is $50,000 and is not feasible at this time temperatures, and clos mng the
without grant funding. chimn ey.

Most, if not all, of the no-cost measures have been 9
implemented with great success. The annual energy use Thanks so much Ron!
(kWh/year) has been reduced by 20%. During the same

period, electric rates increased across the region. - Katherine Early
Nonetheless, Helpmate realized a 12% reduction in their Helpmate, Inc.

energy costs.

&

Waste Reduction Partners
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